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EDITORIAL NOTES. 


SUMMER TIME IS EMPHATICALLY 
the “dull season” in all mission work. 
Not that opportunities for work are 
lacking, but the means to meet the ne- 
cessary expenses cannot usually be 
had at this season. This is especially 
true of the circulation of such a publi- 
cation as THE CONVERTED CATHOLIC. 
Few new subscribers can be obtained 
unless by special effort. We hope our 
friends will make that effort just now, 
and convert the “dull season” into a 
happy one for us. 


THe Cuicaco “CHRISTIAN CyNo- 
SURE,” May 5, 1887, in a kind notice 
says: “ THE CONVERTED CATHOLIC is 
the leader of opinion in the effort to 
Christianize Romanism. It is always 
zealous and seldom unwise.” 

As we do not claim infallibility, like 
the Pope, we are very thankful that a 
little and then is 


the most serious of our shortcomings. 


“unwisdom” now 
We try to be as wise and prudent as 
we can in the use of the faculties God 
has given us, feeling assured that our 
human imperfections will not outweigh 


or outlast the divine mercy. We have 
been greatly encouraged in our work 
this year, and, while our zeal shall not 
diminish in the future, we trust our “un- 
wisdom” will grow “small by degrees 
and beautifully less.” But it is hard 
work to Christianize the half-pagan_re- 
ligion of Rome. The Lord alone can do 
it, and he uses human instrumentalities 
in all his works. May he give all of us 
who are laboring in this cause by 
speech or writing, by personal influ- 
ence or financial co-operation, great 
wisdom and power. 


ANOTHER GOOD TO HELP US 
through the “dull season” is to order 
THe Convertep Caruotic for the 
public library or the library of the Y. M. 
C. A. of your town. 


WAY 


A distinguished 
authoress has enabled us to place copies 
in the public libraries of Boston, Har- 
vard College, Springfield and other New 
England towns. Roman Catholics make 
good use of all public libraries. Help 
them to such good reading as we issue 
everymonth. For 50 cts. we will send to 
any address for remainder of this year. 
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REFORMED CATHOLIC WORK. 


During April and May the services 
in Masonic ‘Temple were well attended, 
Father 
parishioners manifesting their interest 


some of McGlynn’s_ former 
by freely mingling with the converts 
from Rome and at the 
usual meeting after the regular service. 


other friends 


At this after-meeting views are ex- 
changed and incidents related of what 
transpired duringthe service. Nearly 
every one has something to say of the 
remarks made by strangers, and espe- 
cially Roman Catholics who express 
dissent or approval of what has been 
preached. As might be expected every 
Roman Catholic expresses indignation 
at the action of Archbishop Corrigan 
in suspending Father 
obedience to the 


many Hall, from whose support tens of 


McGlynn in 
commands of Tam- 


thousands of voters withdrew at the 
last municipal election in New York. 
What right had Corrigan or the Pope 
to deprive Father McGlynn of his spir- 
itual power as long as his conduct was 


exemplary and he had not directly 
opposed the religious doctrines of the 


Church? It was conceded that the 
ecclesiastical authorities had no right 
to do so, but nevertheless they had 
done so. Again and again did Father 
O’Connor emphasize the fact that 
though the Roman Catholics loved 
Father McGlynn as their ideal priest, 
he could do nothing for them as a 
priest. On Sunday, May 8, he ex- 
plained the powers of the priesthood 
as defined by the Roman Catholic 
Church. The Latin phrase, “sacerdos 
alter Christus”—the priest another 
Christ—which the Roman Church so 
frequently used, summed up the powers 
and privileges of the priesthood. What 
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Christ could do for all the children of 
men, the priest of Rome could do for 
all who believed in the Pope’s Church, 
Because Christ was God he could for- 
give sins and admit his followers to the 
kingdom of heaven; meantime endow- 
ing them here on earth with the vir- 
tues and graces that characterize all 
Christians. The Roman _ Catholics 
must admit this or reject Christ alto- 
gether. Because McGlynn was a 
priest of Rome he could also forgive 
sins and followers for 


prepare his 


Roman Catholics must also 
admit this or reject the whole Romish 
system. When Christ was on the 
earth he forgave sins, saying, as to the 


heaven. 


“woman who was a sinner” when he 
saw her repentance and faith, “Go in 
peace, thy sins are forgiven thee,” and 
by his Holy Spirit he is forgiving sins 
to-day, when he sees repentance and 
faith in the hearts of human beings, 
and will continue to doso until the end 
of the world. 

Six months ago Father Edward Mc- 
Glynn, the good pastor of St. Stephen’s 
Roman Catholic Church, in the city of 
New York, was actively engaged in 
forgiving the sins of all who came to 
to him, saying to each 
one in good Church Latin, “ Zgo 
absolvo a peccatis tuis”—“1 absolve 
thee from thy sins,” and sending them 
away with the assurance that his abso- 
lution was ratified in heaven. He is 
not doing this now, to the great sorrow 
of his parishioners. And why is he 
not forgiving their sins now as form- 
erly ? Is it because they have no sins 
to be forgiven? Without venturing on 


confession 


the delicate question of their private 
lives, it may be confidently asserted 
that there is as much “ wickedness” 
in St. Stephen’s parish now as at any 





The Converted Catholic. 


other time. Indeed, if Archbishop 
Corrigan and the majority of the Ro- 
man Catholic papers are to be believed, 
there is far more “sinning” in that 
parish now, and of a worse quality, 
than there ever was before, and Father 
The 
question, why does he not now absolve 
his beloved people from their sins, has 
been answered by himself in one sen- 
tence—‘‘Archbishop Corrigan won't let 


McGlynn is responsible for it. 


“What is that you say, Father Mc- 
Glynn,—Archbishop Corrigan won't let 
you forgive the sins of the people ?” 

“No, sir; he has withdrawn my fac- 
ulties, and I am suspended from the 
exercise of every priestly function.” 

“Ah, then, your power to absolve 
from sin was conferred on you by Cor- 
rigan.” 

“ Not at all; I derived that power by 
virtue of my priesthood; it was con- 
ferred on me by God himself.” 

“ If it was conferred on you by AIl- 
mighty God, how could Corrigan take 
it away from you ?” 

‘“‘ Well, he has the power to do so by 
virtue of his episcopal office.” 

“Then his power is superior to that 
of the Almighty.” 

“ Yes—no—that is—well, you see, I 
still call myself a Catholic and a priest, 
and I would rather not discuss the sub- 
ject.” 

“But, Father McGlynn, you cannot 
brush the question aside in that way. 
No ‘conspiracy of silence’ on your 
part will avail. If you have power de- 
rived from Almighty God, as you say, 
to forgive the sins of all who come to 
confession to you, and Archbishop 
Corrigan deprives you of that power, 
it logically follows that the latter’s 
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power is superior to and greater than 
that of the Almighty.” 

Let the Roman Catholics follow out 
the train of thought here suggested, 
and they will find how illogical is the 
assumption that priests have power to 
forgive sins. 

In the course of his sermon, Sunday, 
May 15th, Father O’Connor referred 
to certain privileges that Rome con- 
ceded to suspended priests like Father 
McGlynn. The saying “ once a priest, 
always a priest,” found an illustration 
here. Father McGlynn, or any other 
suspended priest could grant absolu- 
tion in extremis, that is, when a person 
is dying and no other priest was _pres- 
ent. 

When he (Father O’Connor) was a 
student in St. Mary’s Seminary, Balti- 
more, Father Dissez, the vice-president 
of theseminary, and the most learned 
member of the faculty, said in one of 
his lectures that a physician in New 
England named Murphy had a servant 
girl who was taken violently ill, and 
her death seemed imminent. When 
all remedies failed, Dr. Murphy told 
her that if she had any message for her 
friends, she should no longer delay in 
communicating with them. She was 
an Irish Roman Catholic, and she said 


she had no friends in this country, but 
as she was going to die she wished to 
see a priest. 


There was no priest in 
that town, and the physician told her 
she could not live until a priest could 
be summoned. 

“Oh,” she cried out. despairingly, 
“what shall Ido for the forgiveness 
of my sins? I cannot die in peace un- 
less I confess to a priest.” 

Seeing her agony, the physician said 
to her, “I used to be a priest, and, 
though I do not believe now as I did 
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then, by the rules of your Church I 
can hear your confession and give you 
absolution, as you are going to die.” 

As a drowning person catches at a 
straw, so this poor girl when death was 
approaching confessed her sins to a 
man whom she believed to have the 
power to forgive the sins she had com- 
mitted in the sight of God alone. 

Father Dissez said that the absolu- 
tion was perfectly valid, as good as if 
granted by the Pope himself, though 
” was an infidel besides 
being a suspended priest. That is the 
law of the Church of Rome, and 
Father McGlynn could absolve his 
faithful parishioners now only when 


the “absolver 


they are in the last agony of death and 
no other priest was at hand. 

Surely all this is the veriest nonsense, 
and the Almighty and Allwise God had 
no part in it. He sent his Son here 
upon earth to be the messenger of 
peace and forgiveness to all who would 
receive him—“‘As many as_ received 
him to them he gave power to become 
the sons of God, even to them that be- 
lieve on his name.” Who can forgive 
but God alone? Father Mc- 
Glynn’s friends are not dying, but they 


sins 


know they are sinners, and as he is a 
suspended priest he cannot absolve 
them, however much he and they might 
desire it. 

Go to Arch- 
bishop Corrigan, or one of his slavish 
Forbid the thought! ‘They 
have no confidence in these lirelings 


What are they to do? 
priests ? 
and tools of Tammany Hall. They 
have no one to go to but the blessed 
Saviour. He will them if 
they believe in his power to do so. 


forg i ve 


into the world 
to condemn the world, but that the 
world through him might be saved.” 


“God sent not his Son 
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Mixed Marriages. 


Despatches from Denver, Colorado, 
in the daily papers of April 6, relating 
to the divorce suit of Governor Gilpin, 
the first territorial governor of Colorado, 
show that his wife, from whom he 
prays the court to be separated, is a 
Roman Catholic, while he is a Protest- 
ant. But what kind of a Protestant is 
he? In his petition he says that 
though a Protestant he was married to 
the defendant in accordance with the 
rules and ceremonies of the Roman 
Catholic Church, and that he educated 
their children in the Roman Catholic 
faith. He says he has ever been a true 
and loving husband, “ But nevertheless 
the said defendant hath not cherished 
or obeyed the plaintiff, nor kept her 
marriage vows, which she professes to 
regard as a sacrament; but heing led 
on by the blind zeal and bigotry of an 
infatuation which she calls a religion, 
she rendered his home a pandemonium 
where he has neither quiet nor peace, 
and where his children are taught by 
her to hate, despise and avoid him.” The 
petitioner has found that this is another 
case of the “ Priest in the Family,” 
and he prays the court to deliver him 
from all who are afflicted with the Ro- 
mish infatuation which they call relig- 
ion. If Governor Gilpin were a Chris- 
tian as well as a Protestant he would 
not in the first place have been married 
“with all the rites and ceremonies of 
the Roman Catholic Church,” and in 
the second place he would not have 
allowed his children to be educated in 
the faith of that Church where they 
were taught to “hate, despise and 
avoid him.” Careless Protestants who 
marry bigoted Roman Catholics cannot 
expect better treatment. 
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CONVERTS FROM ROME. 


NaTIONAL City, Cal. 
DEAR BROTHER O’ConNoR: 

I enclose my subscription. I highly 
esteem your journal, and trust it will 
accomplish much good. I read with 
deep interest the experience of those 
who have been converted from Roman- 
ism. My own experience is neither 
exciting nor singular, but simply the 
leadings of God’s Providence which 
gradually enlightened me and brought 
me out of darkness into his marvelous 
light. I was brought up under Roman 
Catholic influences and was “ confirm- 
ed” at the age of ten in Oswego, N. Y. 
Up to my thirteenth year, I firmly be- 
lieved in the “Holy Roman Catholic 
Church.” and thought that no one out- 
side its fold could be saved. 

I had often seen drunkenness, carous- 
ing, fighting, stealing, swearing etc, indul- 
ged in by “good Catholics,” who regu- 
larly went to confession, where their sins 
were “absolved,” and then they were 
ready to begin again. I recall one Sun- 
day morning scene when a company of 
Irish Catholics came from mass where 
they had “ worshipped,” and entered a 
saloon where they got drunk, and ended 
up their peculiar Sabbath celebration 
with a bloody fight, in which one man 
was nearly killed, and all six in number 
more or less cut and bruised. They 
were all jailed and fined—and no doubt 
at the first opportunity received absolu- 
tion again and were ready for another 
drunken spree. I was then a mere 
child, but I never forgot the spectacle 
of those six stalwart Irishman, fresh 
from mass, pounding each other in a 
drunken fight. They were “good Ro- 
man Catholics,” strict in observing the 
fasts and feasts of the Church, abstan- 


, 
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ing from meats on Fridays, etc. These 
and similar things made an impression 
on my youthful mind. I was not allow- 
ed to read the Bible, that precious book 
of truth, but I could not reconcile such 
inconsistencies with my ideas of re- 
ligion. 

When about sixteen years old I at- 
tended a Protestant Sunday school 
where the Bible was read and verses 
committed to memory. The reading 
and study of the Bible soon opened 
my eyes to the true character of relig- 
ion, but I did not at once embrace it. 
It was not until I reached my twenty- 
first year, that I took the decisive step. 
I was then living at Oberlin, Ohio, 
having just come home from the army. 
Revival services were held that winter 
(1865-6) under the ministry of Kev. 
Chas. G. Finney, A large number of 
all ages were converted. When I saw 
boys and girls in their teens confessing 
Christ and relating their happy experi- 
ence, I felt a desire to be a Christian, 
I asked the prayers of God's people on 
my behalf and then ventured to 
out promise, “ Him 
cometh to me I will in no wise cast 
out.” and 
willing to save me, and | trusted his 


step 
on God’s that 
I believed Jesus was able 


Word, and resolved to be his sincere 
follower. As soon as I had taken this 
step and prayed to God to blot out my 
sins for Christ’s sake, I felt that my sins 
were indeed forgiven, and I experienced 
aflood of happiness and joy such as I 
never felt before. 

I then understood what St. Paul said: 
“‘ Old things are passed away, all things 
are become new.” I wondered at my 
former blindness regarding the way 
of salvation. But I have learned that 
these things are foolishness to the na- 


tural man. ‘This spiritual knowledge is 
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Spiritualy discerned. From that day to 
this, about twenty years, I have never 
doubted that God gave me a new 
heart and led me into his truth. I 
have never ceased to regard Jesus as my 
only Saviour, “I have kept the faith,” 
and I find as the years go by my faith 
growing stronger, my love to Christ 
and to all mankind increasing, until I 
feel that I would rather give up my life 
than renounce my faith in God. I have 
found Jesus an ever present help in 
every time of need, and am persuaded 
“He is able to save them to the utter- 
most who come unto God through him 
seeing he ever liveth to make _interces- 


sion for them.” I have found by ex- 


perience that he is faithful that prom- 
mised, and that he is a hearer of prayer. 


I have never taken anything to God in 
prayer, any trial or trouble, without find- 
ing relief. Oh, how I wish my many 
dear friends who are still Roman Cath- 
olics would give there hearts to God in 
believing confidence, and cease to look 
to any one else. God says “ Thou 
shalt have no other gods before me;” 
but if we pray to saints or to the Vir- 
gin Mary we place them before God. 
The way of salvation is wonderfully 
plain, and much easier and pleasanter 
than living in sin. Jesus says *‘ My 
yoke is easy and my burden is light.” 
If this imperfect sketch be read by any 
one now trusting in penances, fasts, ab- 
solution, etc., etc., I earnestly entreat 
them to cast all aside and look simply 
to Jesus. He is our great High Priest 
who offered himself as the sacrifice for 


our sins. 


“There is no other 


given under 


name 
among men 
whereby we must be saved, but the 
name of Jesus Christ.” 
Your friend and brother in Christ. 
J. W. D. 


heaven or 
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From our friend and brother, Rev. J. 
H. Keeley, pastor, M. E. Church, Knox, 
Pa., whose interesting and brilliant arti- 
cles, “‘ Out of Romanism into Christian- 
ity,” appeared in the first volume of 
THE CONVERTED CATHOLIC, we have 
received the following encouraging let- 
ter. Asa converted Catholic himself, 
Brother Keeley speaks with authority 
on this subject. We hope the day is 
not far distant when he and the Rev. Dr. 
Murphy, and Father McFaul, who is 
now pastor ot the M. E. Church, Crapo, 
Md., and other converted Catholic 
brethren will all be engaged in carrying 
the Gospel message to their brethren 
according to the flesh. 

Knox, Pa., April 27, 1887. 

Dear BROTHER :—I want to send you 
a few words of congratulation and en- 
couragement. ‘THE CONVERTED CATH- 
OLIC was never better than it is now. It 
is interesting because of the subjects it 
discusses, but mainly because of the 
way they are discussed—fresh, fearless, 
progressive, spicy and evangelically lib- 
eral are its characteristics. It is the 
particular one of the several magazines 
coming to my study table that I seldom 
let lie over night till I have perused its 
every page. Pursue your work, my 
brother, upon the undenominational 
but intensely evangelical basis ; it is the 
only feasable one. I would not attempt 
to form a converted Catholic church as 
such; let those who will stand by you as 
an independent congregation in New 
York do so, but advise those not so 
minded to go to folds already formed. 
Hereby all Christians will have the more 
interest in your work. May the en- 
lightening power of God's Holy Spirit 
attend your labors. 

Yours Fraternally, 
J. H. Keeley. 
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Dear Sir and Brother: 

Your very kind reply of the 16th 
inst. to my note is received and read 
with much pleasure. Yes! ‘“ Rome is 
strong,” and “ Light is surely coming,” 
and in the thick cloud which has for 
centuries hung over the moral and re- 
ligious atmosphere of the world in gen- 
eral, but Ireland and America in partic- 
ular, there are rifts here and there, 
through which pencils of light are 
streaming, and in the widening of the 
angle are already dazzling the eyes of 
the Propaganda. See how they try to 
shade their eyes from the startling 
glare and effulgence ; they hardly know 
how to act in regard to Mr. McGlynn! 
It matters not, Christ is in the chariot, 
and his Holy Spirit has the lines. 

But I must not encroach upon your 
precious time and attention. I am 
thirsting to get Tae ConverteD Catu- 
oLic. Let me have at your conven- 
ience the numbers for January, Feb- 
ruary and March, and oblige, 

Yours in the bonds of Christian love, 

JouN McCuttoucu. 

MILWAUKEE, March 20, 1887. 


Bishop Rese and Milly McPherson, 


My Dear Sir : 

The American public have not been 
slow to commend the prudence of Rev. 
Dr. McGlynnn in refusing to obey the 
summons to Rome. This circumstance 
recalls the case of Bishop Rese, who, 
more than forty years since, presided 
over the Romish diocese of Detroit. 
In his preaching and life, he exhibited 
amuch more striking resemblance to 
the spirit of the Gospel, than is com- 
monly visible among Romish ecclesias- 
tics. He also diligently strove to re- 
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press the immoralities of priests and 
nuns. And what was his reward? He 
was blandly invited to Rome to receive 
the Pontiffical blessing, where he met 
with so exceedingly cordial a reception 
that he was never afterwards able to 
get away. Again and again have promi- 
nent Romanists been asked respecting 
him, but such vague and evasive an- 
swers have been returned, as, though 
coming from Romish sources, leave the 
most unpleasant and gloomy impres- 
sions concerning his fate. Will some 
Romish editor inform us definitely as 
to his life and history subsequently to 
his departure from America. 

We would further ask information in 
this connection respecting Milly Mc- 
Pherson, the refractory nun of Bards- 
town, Kentucky, who vanished from 
sight in the autumn of the year 1831, 
and, we believe, was never after seen 
or heard of. It would certainly seem 
that some leading Romanist might be 
able to explain such a mystery. 

(Rev.) W. B.C. 
Dear Sir: 

I received the magazine. I thought 
of taking it this year, but at the begin- 
ing of the year had not the money to 
send you for it, and I felt ashamed to 
ask you to send it without the money. 
Please send it for the balance of 
For years I have been very 
much interested in your work and 
would like to see it prosper. AJthough 
I can do very little towards the cause, 
I often think we act as though we were 
asleep, while others are working to keep 
us out of danger. 


the year. 


Surely you ought to 
receive a double reward, and you will. 
May God abundantly bless and pros- 
per you. 

ALLEGHENY Ciry, Pa 
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A False “Conversion.” 


Some months ago the Catholic Re- 
view gave THE CONVERTED CATHOLIC 
a big notice that was meant to be un- 
complimentary, because the boys and 
girls in the House of Refuge on Ran- 
dall’s Island preferred to read the 
bright, intelligent and inspiring record 
of conversions from Rome in our pages 
rather than the dull, commonplace and 
fulsome laudations of ‘‘ His Holiness,” 
“ His Eminence,” and “His Grace,” 
etc., in the Review. 

We are happy now to return the 
compliment of a notice, only in a diff- 
erent way. 

Mr. P. V. Hickey, the editor of the 
Review, and his correspondent, Mr. 
Louis B. Binsse, knowing by exper- 
ience what would best suit the taste of 
their readers, indulged in gross person- 
alties, calling us 
etc. 


“apostate priest,” 


As we address a different class of 
readers who have no taste for vulgar 
vituperation, we have nothing to say of 
Messrs. Hickey and Binsse, except to 
hope that they may be converted to 
decency and truth. That the latter 
quality is greatly needed in the Review 
appears from its issue of May 1, 1887. 

In the January (1887) issue of THE 
CONVERTED CATHOLIC, we published a 
long article under the title of ‘“ The 
Priest in the Family,” containing the 
correspondence between an English 
officer, Cardinal Manning, anda Father 
Moore, in reference to the secret recep- 
tion of the officer's wife into the Ro- 
man Catholic Church. The corres- 
pondence caused a sensation in Eng- 
land that, as the priests themselves 
said, “set back the progress of the Ro- 


man Church in that country many 
years.” 

None of the English papers gave 
the name of the officer; and we were 
ignorant of it until we saw it in the 
Catholic Review of May 1. It was in- 
troduced in a leading article entitled 
“ A Wonderful Conversion,” which be- 
gan as follows: ‘The surprising an- 
nouncement is made in the last numbers 
of the London Catholic papers that 
Captain Carlisle has become a Catholic, 
We say surprising, because it was this 
same Captain Carlisle who, a few 
months ago, became very much excited 
at the discovery that his wife had be- 
come a Catholic and had been received 
into the Church by a Catholic priest 
without giving him notice. He seemed 
disposed, at the time, to arraign his 
Eminence the Cardinal and the whole 
Catholic hierarchy for what he con- 
ceived to be a most unwarrantable and 
high-handed proceeding on their part. 

. But the firm stand taken by the 
wife seems to have produced its natural 
effect upon the husband. He was in- 
duced to look into the matter calmly 
and candidly, and he was led to follow 
her example.” 

Now this would be very cheering 
news to “his Eminence the Cardinal,” 
and all the lesser dignitaries, if it were 
true. But there is not a word of truth 
in it. 

The London G/ode, in which paper 
the correspondence regarding the 
“ Priest in the Family ” first appeared, 
and from which we quoted it, in its 
issue of Friday, April 13, said: 

“We are authorized to contradict, 
most explicitly and emphatically, the 
statement published by the Morning 
Post and two evening papers last ‘Tues- 
day that ‘A Stanch Churchman’ who 
figured in ‘The Priest in the Family’ 








lict, 
the 
ning 
ues- 
who 
ily’ 


controversy has been admitted into the 
Roman Catholic Church. The fabri- 
cation rests on no grounds whatever. 
This contradiction would have been 
given before had he not been temporar- 
ily absent from London in a part of 
the country to which the papers in ques- 
tion do not penetrate. A similar re- 
port appeared in a society journal some 
months ago, and was immediately con- 
tradicted. It would appear, 
therefore, that some one is endeavor- 
ing to make ‘A Stanch Churchman’ a 
Roman Catholic malgre lui.” 


The Catholic Review is thus con- 
victed of bearing false witness regard- 
ing this gentleman’s “conversion,” and 
though we have waded through its 
muddy pages in subsequent issues, no 
correction or explanation has appeared. 
The editor, it may be assumed, as a 
“good Catholic” goes to confession 
every Saturday and sets the example to 
less cultured Catholics of receiving the 
communion, “the body and blood, soul 
and divinity of our Lord Jesus Christ,” 
every Sunday morning. 

To do so “worthily” he must be “in 
the state of grace” by having all his 
sins forgiven by his confessor. A mere 
act of contrition will not suffice. He 
must tell the priest every sin. Now, if 
he has not told this sin of deceiving 
the public and bearing false witness 
against Captain Carlisle, we will help 
him to make a “ good confession” by 
using the following form, which is that 
usually followed by Roman Catholics 
at confession. 

Editor (kneeling in the confession 
box, his mouth close to the priest’s ear) 
—“I told a lie, Father.” 

Priest (weary and disgusted)— “ A 
big or little lie?” 

Editor—* I am not sure ; it was a lie 
in the interests of the Church, your 
reverence.” 
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Tell me all 






Priest—* Oh, I see. 
about it.” 


And he proceeds to tell him, adding 
that the false statement appeared as an 
editorial in his paper. 

The priest, if not a Jesuit, will say, 
“But you must make reparation for 
bearing false witness.” 

Editor—* I can’t do it without injur- 
ing my paper. The majority of my 
readers believe that as I write so much 
about infallibility, and have been made 
a “Commendatore” by the Pope for 
my advocacy of his claims, I am in 
some degree infallible myself—that re- 
flected infallibility, as it were, tips my 
editorial pen. Besides, Father, it was 
all in the interests of our holy Church.” 

Priest (overwhelmed by such reas- 
oning)—‘“‘ Well, I see the difficulty and 
I will give you absolution if you will 
promise to be more careful in the fu- 
ture. Protestants, you know, have a 
high standard of morality, and we must 
be careful that they do not discover 
our falsifications of history. But as 
not many of them read your paper no 
harm can result from this—let us call 
it ‘slip of the pen.’ 
son. Adbsolvo te.” 


Go in peace, my 


We have ready for distribution the article 
by Lord Robert Montagu, ‘‘ Reasons for 
Leaving the Church of Rome,” that recently 
appeared in these pages. 

This, with the tracts, ‘‘The Portrait of 
Mary in Heaven,” ‘‘ The Crucified Jesus and 
the Penitent Thief,” and the sweet Gospel 
story, ‘‘ Father Martin” (64 pages), will be 
sent for 12 cents in stamps, and in quantities 


for Sabbath-schools etc., at lower rates. 
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Recruits for Rome’s Army. 


But for immigration Romanism would 
die out in America. Among the immi- 
grants that arrived at Castle Garden 
last month were twenty-four young men 
and twenty-five young women (whom 
the 7Zribune styles “comely”) ail in 
charge of Father Maher of the Society 
of the Holy Cross. They were taken to 
Notre Dame, Ind., to become members 
of the Society, and to be inducted into 
the mysteries of monastic and convent 
life. The 
teachers in 


will become 
Notre Dame University, 
the largest Roman Catholic institution 
of learning in this country, 


“comely” young women as 


youug men 


and the 
nuns will 
have charge of the mental and moral 
training of the young girls who 
attend St. Joseph’s Academy, near 
South Bend, Ind. 

Without disparaging the capabilities 
of these male and female teachers (of 
which we know nothing) it may be as- 
serted with confidence that no 
“ American ideas” will find lodgment 
in the minds committed to their charge. 
They will teach the pure and _ unadult- 
erated Romish doctrines that they 
learned in old Ireland, and thus help to 


create that “New Ireland” in this 


country that is the last remaining hope 


of Rome. “Give us America or we 
shall die,” is the cry of the Pope and 
the Jesuitsin Rome. Father Maher 
has taken a very practical step towards 
satisfying the longings of his superiors, 
and we may soon hear of his appoint- 
ment as bishop of some western dio- 
cese. 


Several members of the Franciscan 
Order in Brooklyn have left that body 


recently. One of them came to us 
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and wanted our help to sue Brother 
Jerome, the president of St. Francis 
College on Butler Street, for money 
taken from him when he entered the 
institution, and for payment of his ser- 
vices as teacher. As he said he was 
still a Roman Catholic, we would have 
nothing to do with him. 

A few years ago we published the 
statement of Brother Robert, who, with 
two of his associates, had withdrawn 
from Brother Jerome’s Order. Brother 
Robert gave good evidence of conver- 
sion and spoke very acceptably several 
times at our meetingsin Masonic Tem- 
ple. He labored in Fall River, Mass.. 
for a time in connection with the Con- 
gregational \ ission for evangelizing the 
French Canadians. He is now engaged 
in business in Chicago. 

So many of the Franciscan Brothers 
have left the Order, that Brother Je- 
rome is afraid he must close his college 
for want of teachers. He cannot get 
young men born and brought up 1m this 
country to enter his monastery. Like 
Father Maher, he must go to Ireland, 
for “ American teachers.” We learn 
from the Catholic Review, of May 15, 
that Brother Jerome sailed for Europe 
the day previous, “ to secure candidates 
for his order in Ireland.” It says fur- 
ther, that the Franciscans “train 6,000 
pupils, and would have as many more 
if they had Brothers to teach them.” 
As an inducement to young men in 
Ireland to come over and “ educate” 
the boys of Brooklyn, it says that city 
is a “healthy and pleasant place, and 
the rule of the Order is not severe; 
and they will find this an admirable op- 
portunity for entering religion under {a- 
vorable circumstances.” 

“Entering religion” is good. 
they will run away from it. 


But 














































































































7 he Converted 


Protestants Denounced. 





George H. Doane, of Newark, N. J., 
is ason of the late Bishop Doane, of 
the Protestant Episcopal diocese of 
New Jersey, and a brother of Bishop 
Doane of Albany, N. Y. It will 
thus be seen that he ought tohave some 
good Protestant blood in his veins. 

Many years ago he became a Roman 
Catholic, and as he was unfitted for 
the married state, he became a priest. 
Some years ago he received the title of 
Monsignor from the Pope—because, it 
was said, he could not bear to be called 
“Father,” when he knew, as did the 
priests generally, that he never could 
be a father. Monsignor Doane has 
charge of the Cathedral parish, and 
from that pulpit recently hurled excom- 
munications at Protestants and Protest- 
antism, the like of which had not been 
heard in Newark before. 

Miss Mary J. Dunn, an estimable 
Roman Catholic lady, has a fine so- 
prano voice which she has used in var- 
ious Roman Catholic churches, For 
three years she sang for Monsignor 
Doane without pay, and finally she re- 
ceived $200 a year, but had to work 
hard for it. She had many offers from 
other churches at a salary of $1,000 a 
year, and accepted an engagement with 
the North Reformed Church in New- 
ark, 

Then Mgr. Doane denounced her in 
the most vigorous language at his com- 
mand, if the term “ vigorous” can be 
used in reference to anything he does. 
On Sunday, May 1, among other things 
he said: “The Church is in danger. 
There is a spirit of schism and insubor- 
dination in the air. In New York, for 
example, Catholics are quoted as say- 
ing and writing things in utter con- 





Catholic. 
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tempt of ecclesiastical authority. Let 
us be on our guard. Keep up the dis- 
cipline of the Church,” 

The next Sunday he announced that 
Miss Dunn had broken her engagement 
and had submitted to the discipline of 
the holy Roman Church, which for- 
bade her to sing ina Protestant church. 
“ Protestants must understand once 
for all,” he said, “that they are cut 
off from the Church of God.” This 
aroused the Protestants of Newark, 
and several influential men said they 
would retaliate by cutting off their sub- 
scriptions to the Roman Catholic in- 
stitutions. ‘They had no objection to 
his cutting off his own kindred from 
the Church of God, nor even to his 
calumny against his father and brother, 
but they denounced his impudence in 
cutting them off from Christ's King- 
dom in such a summary fashion. 

It isto be hoped Mgr. Doane will 
give some more specimens of the 
Christian charity of his Church. 


Bishop Ireland called a “ Bully.” 





This redoubtable champion of Pop- 
ery has just returned to St. Paul, Minn., 
after a visit to Rome. While abroad 
he obtained from the Pope a letter ap- 
proving his course on the temperance 
question, which he now flourishes in 
the faces of his brother bishops and 
priests who look upon the wine when 
itis red. They are in a large majority. 
so large, indeed, that the “remnant” 
is scarcely worth counting. But Bishop 
Ireland is a fighter, and we wish him 
every success in his war against “ cleri- 


cal intemperance.” He is a fighter by 


nature, and if he were not a bishop of 
the holy Roman Church, he would 
doubtless make his mark in the prize 
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ring. His arrival in New York 
on May 9, was characteristic of the 
man. 

In his own city, St. Paul, he goes 
through the streets with a blackthorn 
stick in his hand, which he whirls and 
twirls, as much as to say, “ Who will 
have a bout with me ?” and all concede 
that he deserves the title of “the wild 
Irishman.” The papers tell us that 
when the steamer on which he arrived 
reached the lower bay, Mr. William 
O’Brien, who has come to Canada to 
denounce the Governor-General, Lord 
Landsdowne, was taken off by some 
friends who cheered him lustily. Some 
Englishmen and Americans on_ board 
the ocean steamer gave counter cheers 
for Lord Landsdowne, whereupon 
Bishop Ireland, who was also a passen- 
ger, rushed among them and roared 
out, “Shame upon you! Beware of 
what you are doing. If it were a ques- 
tion of cheers you ought to know that 
we could crush your whole wretched 
clique if we wished to bring up our 
600 steerage passengers.” 

“That's a threat, sir,” said Mr. John 
Fox, Irish Protestant and town 
councillor from Cork; “and we shall 
not be cowed by your blustering.” 
Another passenger called the bishop a 
bully, and another offered to “settle 
the matter with him personally,” and 
then deal with the “600 passengers.” 
But the bishop backed down, as bullies 
always do when boldly confronted. 


an 


Father McGlynn’s reference to Bish- 
op Ireland’s “frantic cablegram” from 
Rome, elsewhere noted, is also charac- 
teristic of this “ Bully Bishop.” He 
knows that intelligent Catholics every- 
where sympathize with this new move- 
ment to come out of Rome, and he 
fears for the future, as well he may. 
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Father Chiniquy Offered $2,000, 


Although in his seventy-eighth year, 
Father Chiniquy has been very busy 
preaching and lecturing in New Eng- 
land. That he caused a sensation in 
some of the towns where he spoke is 
evident from the offer of a Mr. Mor. 
gan, published in the Providence 7Ze/e- 
gram, to bet $2,000 that Father Chini- 
quy could not substantiate some of the 
statements he had made. 
summarized as follows: 

1. That the last American war was 
due to the intrigues of Rome. 

2. That the assassination of Presi- 
dent Lincoln was conceived and sug- 
gested by the priests and other agents 
of the Pope, 

3. That the burning of the Roman 
Catholic Church of Kankakee, IIL, 
seme years ago, was advised by a con- 
fessor who induced perjured witnesses 
to swear that Father Chiniquy was cap- 
able of such an act. 

4. That the house of Mrs. Surratt in 
Washington, D. C., was the rendevous 
of priests who, as confessors of Mrs. 
Surratt and others implicated in the 
plot, could not be ignorant of the 
crime of President Lincoln’s assassin- 
ation. 


These were 


Father Chiniquy, writing from Spring- 
field, Mass., April 7, 1887, says in re- 
ply: “ Not only am I ready to prove 
these facts, but I have proved them, 
and they have not been refuted. On 
pages 668 to 736 of my book ‘Fifty 
Years in the Church of Rome,’ irte- 
fragable proofs will be found.” 

If Mr. Morgan had read the book 
he would be able to speak more intelli- 
gently on the subject. We advise 
every one to read this great work and 
judge for themselves. 





re- 
rove 
em, 

On 
Fifty 
irre- 


book 
telli- 
dvise 
and 
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Typical Catholic Saints. 


BY LEO REED. 


IV. 

A striking trait in the character of 
many of these saints, as outlined by 
their panegyrists, is their duplicity. 
Simon Salus pretended to be a lunatic 
and acted a lie as long as he lived. St. 
Alexius assumed the role of a stranger 
in his own home, and died glorying in 
the successful deception practised upon 
his nearest relatives. St. Maurilius 
surreptitiously deserts his diocese, and 
this betrayal of an important trust is 
held to be a highly meritorious act. 

In the first volume of Father Wenin- 
ger's “ Lives” we are told how a certain 
saint managed, through the friendly 
medium of a woman, to get possession 
of aheretic’s books, which the latter in- 
tended to use as references in a coming 
public debate with a Catholic. The saint 
glued the leaves of the books together, 
and taking care to leave no outward in- 
dications of his work, had the books re- 
stored to their owner. Father Wenin- 
ger goes on to relate gleefully how the 
heretic was dumbfounded and worsted 
in the debate because of the saint’s suc- 
cessful trick. 

On the thirty-first day of July the 
Roman Church celebrates the feast ot 
one of her greatest saints, that of Ignat- 
ius Loyola, founder of the Jesuit order. 
Among the miracles ascribed to him, 
Dr. Weninger relates that he restored 
to life a yonng man who had committed 
suicide by hanging. No less than two 
hundred miracles are alleged to have 
been legally proved during the process 
of Loyola’s canonization, as the result 


of the saint’s intercession since his 
death. A still greater number of mir- 
acles occured after the canonization. 
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For a further account of these, our au- 
thor refers us to a work printed at 
Mayence in 1710, entitled “Threefold 
Glory of Saint Ignatius.” He informs 
us that in this book twelve chapters are 
devoted to the narration of credible in- 
stances, proving that St. Ignatius is a 
powerful patron of mothers in child- 
birth, power is 
shown in cases of accident to children, 
in all manner of diseases, in healing of 
the deaf and the dumb, in blindness, in 
lameness; in short, it seems that if one 
can only get St. Ignatius on his side he 
need no longer fear the heart-ache and 
the thousand and one “ills that flesh 
is heir to.” This saint is also eminent in 
overcoming spiritual diseases, tempta- 
tions, and in quieting the troubled con- 
science. 


that his miraculous 


A special chapter of the 
“ Threefold Glory” illustrates the saint’s 
great power over evil spirits. 

Probably no other saint is credited 
with visions so extraordinary. Angels, 
the Virgin Mary, even our Saviour re- 
peatedly appeared to Ignatius. The 
story of one vision, as told by Dr. Wen- 
inger, Vol. IL., page 155, is shockingly 
blasphemous. On a journey to Rome 
in 1534 Ignatius visited a chapel “to 
pray. In extreme devotion he fell into 
a trance in which appeared to him— 
God the Father in a cloud of dazziing 
glory, and near him his Son laden with 
the cross. The saint heard himself and 
his companions recommended by the 
Father in gracious language to the es- 
pecial care of the Son, who thereupon 
turned with beaming countenance®to 
Ignatius with the words, “I will be 
gracious to you at Rome.” 

The modesty of the monk who thus 
cooley affirms the introduction of the 
first Jesuit by one person of the Trin- 
ity to another, is truly admirable. 
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The picture of Saint Ignatius usu- 
ally shows him holding in one hand a 
small volume. This, so Dr. Weninger 
explains, indicates the book written by 
the saint containing “certain rules” 
for the government of his disciples, the 
Jesuits. While engaged on this work, 
the Virgin Mary frequently appeared 
to the author and dictated what he 
should write. We are further told that 
the Council of Trent mentions this as 
“a godly work having the approval of 
the Pope,” that Julius III. testifies in a 
bull that there is nothing ia the Society 
of Jesus or its constitution that is not 
godly and holy, and how Pope Paul ITI. 
cried out, “ This is the finger of God.” 
But after all these encomiums upon 
the “certain rules” our dear doctor 
fails to give us a single word of their 
contents. Strange, is it not? Here is 
a writer who exhausts himself and the 
language in eulogizing a subject, and 
then stops without conveying an idea 
as to what the subject really is. Come, 
now, Doctor, why this singular omis- 
sion? Surely anything dictated by the 
Virgin Mary cannot be harmful even to 
the “ignorant multitude.” 

But a Jesuit is never without good 
reasons for any peculiarities in his con- 
duct. The “certain rules,” concern- 
ing which all Jesuits are so strangely si- 
lent, are ventilated at length in Nico- 
lini’s *‘ History of the Jesuits,” Taylor’s 
“TLoyala and Jesuitism,” and by other 
authors; but here space can be given 
to only one article of the “Consti- 
tution of the Jesuit Society”: 

“No constitution, declaration, orany 


order of living, can involve an obliga- 
tion to commit sin, mortal or venial, 


unless the superior command it in the 
name of our Lord Jesus Christ, or in 
virtue of holy obedience; which shall 
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be done in those cases and persons, 
wherein it shall be judged that it 
will greatly conduce to the particular 
good of each, or to the general ; and, 
instead of the fear of offence, let the love 
and desire of all perfection succeed, 
that the greater glory and praise 
of Christ, our Creator and Lord, may 
follow !” 

After this, read the vow invented by 
this same saint, and which is taken by 
every Jesuit : 

“T, N., make profession, and prom- 
ise Almighty God, before his Virgin 
Mother, and before all the heavenly 
host, and before all bystanders, and 
you, reverend father, general of the 
Society of Jesus, holding the place of 
God, and your successors; or you, rev- 
erend father, vice general of the So- 
ciety of Jesus, and of his successors, 
holding the place of God, perpetual 
poverty, chastity, and obedience, and 
therein peculiar care in the education 
of boys, according to the form of living 
contained in the Apostolic Letters of 
the Society of Jesus, and in its consti- 
tutions. Moreover, I promise special 
obedience to the Pope in missions, as 
is contained in the same Apostolic Let- 
ters and Constitutions. At Rome, or 
elsewhere, on such a day, month, and 
year, and in such a church,” 

Is ita wonder that with principles 
such as are here indicated, the “ Socie- 
ty of Jesus” has, during three cen- 
turies, received and deserved the exe- 
cration of mankind ? 

But 
saint ! 

Pittsburgh, May 10, 1887. 


Ignatius Loyola is a_ great 


Any one who gets up aclub of ten sub- 
scribers to THe Convertep CatHo.ic will be 
senta copy of Father Chiniquy’s ‘‘Fifty 
Years in the Church of Rome.” 
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Call Things by their Right Names. 


BY A. MAJOR. 


At the present time there is in pro- 
gress throughout the United States a 
great agitation upon the subject of Home 
Rule for Ireland. The citizens of this 
country, having experienced the bless- 
ings of independence and self-govern- 
ment, are desirious of having this boon 
bestowed upon the oppressed people of 
Ireland. Does it not appear strangely 
inconsistent that a very large number 
of those who are so opposed to foreign 
interference in the affairs of any nation, 
are themselves bound, soul and body, 
toa foreign power more despotic than 
any form of government the world has 
ever known. 

The Pope at Rome, with his cardi- 
nals, bishops, etc., rules with a rod of 
iron the thoughts and actions of thous- 
ands in this country who are loudly 
proclaiming the principles of Home 
Rule and actually working to secure it 
for the Irish. Here is a man, born, as 
we all are, in sin and iniquity, elected 
by men having like infirmities, arrogat- 
ing to himself the title of “ Holiness,” 
when God says there is none holy. Why 
not call things by their proper names? 
Why call the Pope “ His Holiness,” a 
bishop “His Grace,” and a_ priest 
“Father’? The Pope is looked upon 
as a holy person, and his blessings con- 
sidered a dispensation of grace. Let 
us look into this thing and see if there 
is any justification in believing him 
infallible and holy. The Pope appoints 
the cardinals, archbishops and bishops 
throughout the world. On the death 
of the Pope, the cardinals assemble at 
Rome and proceed to elect a successor 
to the Supreme Ruler of the Church. 
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All this goes to prove that it 1s the work 
of man. These cardinals elect their 
choice, but as God alone can read the 
heart, these men are utterly unable to 
see whether the man they elect as Pope 
is pleasing to God or not. The people 
who believe that the Pope, cardinals, 
bishops and priests are more holy than 
other men are laboring under a 
delusion, as they are men like our- 
selves, appointed by men, and no more 
worthy of being worshipped than your 
neighbor, no matter how good a man 
he may be. ‘The “holy see” can bring 
forward no reasonsble argument upon 
which to base its claim to a greater de- 
gree of holiness than any other body of 
upright men. Our trust should be not in 
man, but in the Holy Spirit only. 

This man is simply the head of a 
great institution, having immense power 
given unto him by men. No one can 
bring forward anything to show where 
God’s power comes in to choose the 
man for Pope, archbishop, bishop, or 
priest. Admitting, for sake of argu- 
ment, the necessity of having an auto- 
crat to control your spiritual and tem- 
poral affairs, why should you choose 
him from a country where the great 
mass of the people are living in a state 
of degredation, oppression and ignor- 
ance ?—An alien, one speaking another 
language, having no knowledge of the 
customs and wants of the American 
people ? 

The archbishops and 
bishops of America are quite as well 
able, and perhaps more so, to select a 
suitable man for the position of Pope. 
A Pope located in this country, chosen 
from American bishops, being familiar 
with our language, manners and cus- 
toms, and having an interest in our 
national welfare, would really be a bet- 


cardinals, 
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ter guide to his subjects here than a 
man whose interests are wrapped up in 
a foreign government, and who is con- 
fined to an immense building, and shut 
off from mingling with the general pub- 
lic. Let us contrast the doings of 
the Pope to-day with the manner of our 
Lord when upon earth. The Popes 
have always been grasping for great 
wealth, worldly glory and an earthly 
kingdom, whereas the Lord Jesus 
sought not worldly honors but preached 
the gospel of humility to the poor and 
needy on the roadside, converting great 
multitudes for the honor and glory of 
God. 

Many persons have been found in 
both Protestant and Roman Catholic 
churches, who for years have been lead- 
ing religious lives, but have ultimately 
proven dishonest. The priests, being 
unable to reach the heart, have given 
such persons absolution, but they are 
not benefited by the absolution. A 
father may forgive an erring son upon a 
promise to reform, but cannot tell 
whether or not his child is sincere, and 
may soon discover that his son’s 
heart is still corrupt, his habits of life 
have undergone no change, and he is 
compelled again to cast him off. Not 
so with God; he knows our every 
thought. One who confesses to him 
and is truly repentant, will be taken to 
the bosom of the Father, receiving a 
new peace, joy and heavenly com- 
fort. He is in no need of priestly 
absolution. 

{The author of the above article is a 
converted Catholic who has distributed 
thousands of copies of it as a leaflet at 
Father McGlynn’s’ meetings, and 
at our own services. Copies in quanti- 
ties will be sent to those applying for 
them. Address, 232 William St. N. Y. 
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Who is the Priest? 
[Mew York Sun, May 10, 1887.] 

Miss Catharine Quinn, a devout 
member of an up-town Roman Catho- 
lic church, while walking along Six- 
teenth Street, near Sixth Avenue, three 
years ago, fell into a hole in the side- 
walk and fractured her thigh. She was 
taken to a hospital and remained there 
several months, and a year after the 
accident, before Judge Truax and a 
jury in the Superior Court, she got 
judgment against the city for $1,000 
and costs. 

After Miss Quinn received the money 
she accidenta!ly discovered that several 
witnesses who had testified in her be- 
half had referred in their testimony to 
a hole on the opposite side of the 
street instead of the one into which she 
had fallen. Her discovery so disturbed 
her that she took the money to the 
priest who had for years ministered to 
her in the confessional, and asked him 
to return the $1,000 to the city. 

Miss Quinn was again forced by her 
injuries to go to hospital for treatment 
and when she left it a week ago she 
called on the priest and failed to ascer- 
tain whether he had deposited the 
money with the city or not, She called 
at the Comptroller’s office, but failed to 
find any record of the payment which 
she had authorized. Her next step 
was to her lawyer, Howard A. Sperry. 
Mr. Sperry gave her a letter to Arch- 
bishop Corrigan stating the case, 
and Miss Quinn called with it at the 
Archbishop's house, where she was told 
that the matter would be looked into. 
In the meantime the Comptroller may 
step in and compel her to give the 
name of the priest so that the city can 
recover the money. 
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Father Malone writes to the Pope. 


In our last issue we published the ex- 
ceedingly strong expressions of Father 
Sylvester Malone, the most respected 
priest in Brooklyn, in approval of 
Father McGlynn’s course and in con- 
demnation of Archbishop Corrigan. In 
the New York Herald of May 4, 
Father Malone again comes before the 
public. 


The Herald says: Father Malone is 
the venerable rector of Sts. Peter and 
Paul’s, Brooklyn, and is one of those 
grand old priests who have been the 
pioneers of the Roman Catholic Church 
in the New World. His name is known 
all over the country. He said yester- 
day to a Herald reporter:— 

“So many statements have appeared 
lately in relation to my position on the 
great question of the right of conscience 
and civil liberty that I am constrained 
to make public once for all the position 
I took on this great question four 
months ago, a position that I have 
never swerved from since, and that I 
hold to-day to be the only rational,wise 
and conservative view of the whole case. 
I leave out of it all bias, prejudice or 
personal feeling and judge the case as 
impartial history will undoubtedly judge 
it when we and all the principal actors 
on this transitory stage will have passed 
away. 

“In answer, therefore, to all the re. 
porters, I will give the Hera/d my views 
on this much vexed question. I have 
already told you,” said the silver haired 
pastor, “ that I had written a letter on 
the subject to the holy Father.” 

“Have you any objection, Father 
Malone, to give the Hera/d the text or 
he substance ?” said the reporter. 
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“None whatever. I began my letter 
by saying that it might seem anomalous 
to his holiness that an humble priest 
in the United States of America should 
address the head of the Catholic Church, 
If the case which I desired to bring to 
the Pope’s attention were a personal one 
and had simply a local significance I 
would not have presumed to write di- 
rectly to him. But I know its far reach- 
ing influence on the present and future 
of the Church in America, and I deemed 
it in no way out of place to address Pope 
Leo XIII. Before my letter reached 
the Pope the case of Dr. McGlynn had 
engaged his serious attention. I said it 
was a great misfortune to religion, es- 
pecially in this country, that a trouble 
of this kind should have arisen at the 
begining of the rule of young Archbish- 
op Corrigan. 

A SET BACK TO THE CHURCH. 

“T said that Dr. McGlynn was the 
best known priest in America, the friend 
of the poor, the eloquent defender of the 
doctrines of the Church, the advocate of 
temperance and of every good cause 
that works for the public good, and was 
one whom to censure, unless for a very 
grave irregularity, would put back the 
Church half a century throughout the 
United States, for the Doctor is a uni- 
versal favorite. I told the Pope that 
the Archbishop himself had said to me 
that Dr. McGlynn was a pious priest, 
but that he had been too earnest in the 
advocacy of Henry George's theories of 
taxing land alone and not the fruits of 
labor. 

“T went on to say that the exercise 
of ecclesiastical authority, at all times a 
subject of the gravest importance tothe 
Church, was never more so than when 
it involved the liberty of the citizen, 
and nothing could blight the future 
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hopes of the Church more than any act 
of ecclesiastical authority that might 
raise the question of the rights of the 
citizens or deny them freedom to give 
their views to their fellow citizens on all 
public and open questions. This would 
challenge the whole people to the con- 
test, and bring about a state of public 
sentiment antagonistic to the best inter- 
ests-of the Church. 
RIGHTS OF THE CITIZEN, 

“T informed the pope that the charg- 
es against Dr. McGlynn, as they are 
understood by the American people, 
raised this question of the right of the 
citizen to express his views freely and 
openly on questions that are non essen- 
tial. Nothing, I said, could alter this 
view of the case, and I asked was it 
wise to give our fellow citizens cause 
even for suspicion that Roman Catho- 
lics are the enemies of the principle of 
civil liberty held so sacred byAmericans. 
I hoped that the wisdom of the Pope 
would see ata glance the importance 
of this fact, for fact it is, as all the press 
both democratic and republican, dwelt 
on this point—that civil liberty is trod- 
den down in the person of Father Mc- 
Glynn should Rome sanction his remo- 
val from the pastoral charge of St. Ste- 
phen’s twenty thousand souls. 

“T stated that I had this faith in 
Americans to believe that should their 
be any delinquency found in the life of 
the Rev. Dr. McGlynn they would be 
the first to uphold ecclesiastical author- 
ity in any penalty which might reason- 
ably be imposed for his correction and 
improvement. His case, I added, 
ought to be considered apart from his 
action in the George movement, unless 
the Church condemned the principle 
upon which that movement was based 
and taught. I said that, as the case 
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was understood in America, the nation 
was against Archbishop Corrigan’s con- 
demnation of Dr. McGlynn. As for 
the Catholic people themselves, they 
believed that Dr. McGlynn deserved 
well of the Church because of the re- 
ticence and reserve he had practised 
and the forbearance he had shown un- 
der the most trying circumstances. 

“‘ My letter continued that the poor 
of New York, the hard working people 
would not be so reticent were an appeal 
made to them for an expression of what 
they thought of the eminent work of 
Dr. McGlynn as a great and good 
priest of twenty-six years’ laborious ser- 
vice in one of the largest and most pop- 
ulous parishes in the United States. I 
felt confident that the Pope would 
never allow this good and faithful peo- 
ple to be put to so severe a test. 

“T said:—‘It were well for religion 
that this controversy were never begun, 
and now the best solution of the matter 
is to let Dr. McGlynn remain the hon- 
ored pastor and friend of the poor. He 
is not one that will cherish resentment. 
For the sake of his Church and his God 
he is capable of being forgiving and for- 
bearing.’ 

“In conclusion I besought the Pope 
to consider the points I had desired to 
submit, and, unless I had failed to pre- 
sent them in all their inherent force, I 
doubt not his supreme judgment would 
prevent a great scandal in the great city 
of New York. 

“T wrote in English because I was 
better able to express myself in my na- 
tive tongue than in any other language 
known to me. I wrote without consul- 
tation with any one, solely of my own 
option and purely from a conscientious 
sense of duty. If Father McGlynn be 
not restored, I fear the worst.” 
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FATHER McGLYNN'S POPU- 
LARITY GROWING. 


Ridiculing the Pope. 


Since our last issue great audiences 
have listened to Father McGlynn in 
the chief cities of the United States. 
In Cincinnati, Brooklyn, Boston, Phila- 
delphia, Pittsburgh, St. Louis and Chi- 
cago, not less than 2,000 persons at- 
tended each lecture. And of this num- 
ber it may be safely said 1,900 in each 
place were Catholics. It is a new 
thing in the history of the Roman 
Catholic Church to have thousands of 
her followers in every city cheering and 
applauding to the echo a suspended 
priest who denies the right of * Bishop, 
Propaganda, or Pope” to summon him 
to Rome, or to censure him for assert- 
ing his rights as an American citizen. 
While we believe Father McGlynn’s 
land theories are as impracticable and 
Utopian as Sir Thomas More's imagin- 
ary community, or as the experiment 
of Brook Farm—by Emerson, Haw- 
thorne, George Ripley, Charles A. 
Dana, now editor of the Suv, and 
Father Hecker, then an Agnostic—we 
are certain that good will result to the 
Catholics who flock to hear this 
“silenced priest” in such large num- 
bers. They will learn, first of all, to 
laugh at the ecclesiastical censures of 
Rome and to despise the functionaries 
who threaten excommunication for not 
obeying “Bishop, Propaganda and 
They will also learn to look 
upon their American citizenship as 
something above and beyond the power 
of the Pope. Hitherto, what the Pope 
and his agents the bishops commanded 
was implicitly obeyed. 


Pope.” 


Now the peo- 
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ple call in question the right of these 
men to command them at all. 

In Brooklyn Father McGlynn lashed 
the cardinals and archbishops over the 
shoulders of the high ecclesiastics of 
established churches in Europe, and 
when he referred to their princely sta- 
tion and unholy alliance of Church and 
State, his hearers cheered again and 
again. ‘The religion of Christ, he said, 
must not be sought for in archiepisco- 
pal palaces, but in the lives of the 
people. And this home thrust at Arch- 
bishop Corrigan, and exposure of the 
failure of the Church of Rome to 
Christianize the people, brought out re- 
newed applause, 

On Sunday evening, May 1, he ad- 
dressed an immense audience in Chick- 
ering Hall, New York, the first of a 
series of Sunday meetings that are to 
be held in all the large halls of the city. 
Music was supplied by a choir of sixty 
voices trained by Miss Munier, the 
leader of the choir of St. Stephen’s 
Church for the last fifteen years. As 
many of St. Stephen’s parishioners as 
could get in crowded the hall, so that 
Father McGlynn had an audience like 
what he used to address in his old 
church. Among the things he said to 
them were the following : 

“It was by preaching to the poor 
the glad tidings of redemption that 
Christ and his Apostles and their mar- 
tyred disciples, century after century, 
conquered the Roman world with all 
its powers, and subdued to the beauti- 
ful lessons of the Gospel of Christ the 
subtle intelligence of Grecian sages 
and philosophers. All men were taught 
to look up and say, ‘Our Father who 
art in heaven, hallowed be thy name ; 
thy kingdom come; thy will be done 
on earth as it is in heaven.’ In this 
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sublime prayer taught us by Christ him- 
self, we have an epitome of all his 
teachings, and his Sermon on the 
Mount tells us of our Godgiven and 
Godlike capacities here and a Godlike 
life hereafter. 

“ Religion will never be right until 
it conquers the world by precisely the 
same methods with which it conquered 
so great a part of it. You will bear 
with me while I repeat a saying of mine 


which conveys a great truth. edigion 


will never be right until we see a demo- 
cratic Pope walking down Broadway 
with a stovepipe hat and a frock coat 
and a pair of trousers, and an umbrella 
under his arm, and, in my opinion, 


that man will be the greatest of all 
Popes ; and instead of being carried 
on men’s shoulders, he will carry them 
all in his heart, and they will carry him 
in theirs.” 

At this sally the great audience 
laughed and cheered, and those in the 
vestibules and on stairs (for the crowd 
stretched out to the street) laughed 
again and again when the joke was re- 
peated to them. It was agood joke to 
laugh at, but it was a sorry one for 
the Pope of Rome to be thus ridiculed 
in the presence of thousands of his 
hitherto “faithful children” by the 
most popular priest in the world. If 
the Catholics of the United States had 
a voice in the selection of a Pope to- 
day, they certainly would elect Father 
McGlynn. But as that is impossible, 
they cheer him to the echo when he 
ridicules the old Pope. 

In the course of the same address, 
Father McGlynn said he was not going 
to turn Protestant, but that he was not 
allowed to preach in a Catholic pulpit, 
or say mass or hear confessions—“ be- 
cause they will not let me.” “And 
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why will they not let me? Because 
somebody has made a mistake. [Arch- 
bishop Corrigan.} Some old gentle- 
man in Rome has been told that there 
is amanin New York preaching all 
sorts of heresies. That is why I am 
suspended. . . . Still lama Cath- 
olic and shall always be a Catholic 
priest. And if I shall not be 
permitted to minister as a Catholic 
priest, I shall submit patiently to the 
holy will of God. And if I shall not 
be permitted to minister to the souls of 
men, I shall regret the privation ; for 
nothing was ever dearer to my heart 
than to minister to the mind diseased— 
than to pour balm into the hearts that 
were bruised with sorrow and contrite 
And yet I think it 
no blasphemy and no sacrilege, with 


for sin. 


all the earnestness of my being to beg 
God to give strength and attractiveness 
to my voice as I stand here to-night 
upon this platform to seek to win the 
minds and hearts of men to the love of 
God Father, and for the dear 
Father’s sake, to the perfect love of all 
their brethren.” 

We have quoted enough to show by 
his own words that, though Father Mc- 
Glynn may still call himself a Catholic 
and a priest,he is no more a Roman Cath- 
olic or priest of Rome than was Martin 
Luther after he had hurled his defiance 
at the Pope, or than the converted 
Catholics everywhere are, who after re- 
nouncing Romanism with all its works, 
through their faith in Christ, rightly 
consider themselves members of the 
true Catholic Church, the Church of 
Christ—of which he alone is the Head 
—and which embraces all who believe 
in him as the Saviour and Redeemer, 
the only Mediator between God and 
man. 


our 
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Important Statement by Father 
McGlynn. 


The following cable despatch was sent 
from Rome by the Associated Press : 

Rome, May 13.—The Pope will, it 
is announced, communicate at once 
with Archbishop Corrigan, of New 
York, regarding the case of Dr. Me- 
Glynn. He will, it is stated, in this 
communication approve the Arch- 
bishop's conduct towards Dr. McGlynn, 
and charge him to warn the priest once 
for all, that if he does not present 
himself before the supreme ecclesiasti- 
cal authority at Rome within forty days 
he will be formally excommunicated.” 

On May 12, Father McGlynn lec- 
tured in Pittsburgh, Pa., and, though 
all the Roman Catholic priests in that 
city and the Catholics generally were 
expressly ordered by Bishop Phelan not 
to attend his lecture, the hall was 
crowded. 

In an interview with the New York 
Herald correspondent in Pittsburgh, 
Father McGlynn made the most im- 
portant statement he has yet given to 
the public, always excepting his famous 
denial of the right of Bishop, Propa- 
ganda or Pope to coerce or punish 
him. 

Having been shown the above de- 
spatch from Rome, he said he knew 
nothing about this particular summons, 
and would pay no attention to it. “I 
denied their right to summon me to 
Rome in the first instance,” he contin- 
ued, “and I have not appealed to Rome 
from the judgment of Archbishop Cor- 
rigan, who suspended me, nor have I 
any desire to do so. I have frequently 
said that an appeal is a matter of right 
or privilege, and not a duty. It is il- 
legal and unusual to force one into 
taking an appeal. It was not a part of 
the obligation that I took upon meator- 
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dination to obey asummons to Rome. 
The vow of obedience, of which so many 
foolish things have been said, is a prom- 
ise of obedience to one’s bishop in mat- 
ters concerning the religious ministry. 
There may be some pretence that I am 
under special obligations to obey the 
summons, as a student of the Propa- 
ganda at Rome, and am therefore more 
liable than others to such a summons. 
The Pope himself, in a conversation 
with Cardinal Gibbons, interpreted the 
supposed summons differently from 
others—that summons, which to not a 
few, has seemed a brutal one in its iter- 
ation—the Pope mildly explained away 
the summons by describing it as an invi- 
tation to come to Rome and see him. 
He told Cardinal Gibbons to acquaint 
me with this and to write to me to come 
and see him. This message was sent 
to mein a letter to the Rev. Dr. Burt- 
sell, my friend, with whom Cardinal 
Gibbons had some correspondence on 
the subject. Dr. Burtsell, in reply, 
said that no doubt I would cheerfully 
accept and go to Rome, if the wrong 
which had been done me should be first 
repaired, 

“The whole thing was evidently a 
blunder, said Dr. Burtsell, since I had 
been suspended for teaching doctrine 
not condemne # by the Church. Bishop 
Keane, of Richmond, Va., wrote to 
me from Rome, that my case had not 
been examined there at all. 

“Ina conversation with Dr. Burtsell 
on or about January 14, Archbishop 
Corrigan said that as he had failed to 
receive further instructions from Rome 
in condemnation of myself (and which 
he had no doubt been soliciting), while 
not receiving answers to his letters (he 
having once complained that no less 
than twenty-seven of his letters to Rome 
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in one year remained unanswered) that 
his hearer (Dr. Burtsell) could tell me 
that I could consider the suspension to 
have lapsed; but he added, as a 
matter of caution, that if I should say 
mass he would prefer I should 


it privately. 


say 
As I have not facilities 
for saying mass privately, I have not 
done so. 


Dr. Burtsell, not caring to be 
the bearer of such an extraordinary mes- 
sage, and thinking that it should have 
been put into black and white on pa- 


per, as was the suspension, did not re- 
peat this to me until two full months 
after it occurred. 

THE ARCHBISHOP’S THREAT. 

“ My friend, Dr. Curran, in a more 
recent conversation with Archbishop 
Corrigan, in which he argued that I 
should be reinstated before I went to 
Rome, elicited from the Archbishop 
the statement that if the Pope should 
order my reinstatement he would, of 
course, but, he added, with 
great emphasis, that his resignation as 
Archbishop should go to Rome by the 
very next steamer. 


obey ; 


This same state- 
ment was also made by the Archbishop 
later to Dr. Burtsell. In the talk with 
Dr. Curran, Archbishop Corrigan said 
that he regarded my suspension as hav- 
ing lapsed, but he added that Dr. Mc- 
Donnell (a very young man, who is his 
secretary) thought it was better to let 
things remain as they are until I should 
go to Rome. 

“‘ Bishop Keane, in the same letter I 
have referred to, said Cardinal Simeoni 
was becoming impressed with the wide- 
spread influence of this case of mine, 
not only in America, but in Ireland and 
other countries. Bishop Keane and 
Bishop Ireland were extremely solici- 
tous that I should go to Rome, and I 
surmise they had something to do with 
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the summons sent me. They tele- 
graphed me at an early day, telling me 
to come at once, and assuring me of 
the paternal feeling of Cardinal Sime- 
oni. I got another telegram from Bish- 
op Ireland of a rather frantic nature, 
saying: ‘Come on and all will be well. 
If you fail you bring ruin upon your- 
self, your friends, your cause and your 
country.’ 

“T think the words of the dispatch 
justify my characterizing it as frantic, 
I know nothing of the last summons 
with the threat of papal excommunica- 
tion, and, of course, I must wait until I 
hear more. I have already fully de- 
nied the right to summon me to 
Rome.” 


What a Roman Paper Says. 


Had the Catholic Review Archbishop 
Corrigan, and Bishops Gilmour,Chatard 
and other hierarchical opponents of 
Father McGlynn in mind when it print- 
ed the following in its issue of 
May 1P 

They are improving neither in their 
tempers nor their morals. They may as 
well make up their minds first as last 
that their system is doomed on the soil 
of this land. We are drifting into 
another inevitable conflict over this 
question. Such aconflict can have but 
one ending.” 

By “they” it says it means “mor- 
mon elders,” and by their “system,” 
“polygamy.” But if it had put in 
“archbishops and bishops” and ‘“ Ro- 
manism” the paragraph would read as 
well and be equally true. 


Tue Convertep Carnuotic for the last six 
months containiug the fullest account of 
Father McGlynn’s Case will be sent to any 
address for 35 cts. This is a rare opportu- 
nity to send it to your friends, Catholic or 
Protestant, who are not_subscribers. 
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Father McGlynn always in Favor of 
the Public Schools. 


(From N. Y. Sun, April 15, 1870.) 


There seems to be a marked differ- 
ence of opinion on the school question 
among the Roman Catholic clergy. 
The Rev. Father Preston’s views as ex- 
pressed in a lecture delivered at Coop- 
er Institute, are not indorsed by the 
Rev. Dr. McGlynn and the other 
clergymen of St. Stephen’s parish. 


In a late conversation with a member 
of the Sawn staff, the reverend doctor 
expressed himself emphatically on the 
subject. He said: 


“Tl am opposed to Catholics making 
application for appropriations from the 
State for separate schools. I am sure 
Mr. Preston did not express the Cath- 
olic wish and sentiment on the subject. 
I assert that we do not wish to unite 
secular and religious education. Our 


public schools are the pride and glory 
of Americans, and should be made in- 
stitutions where Christians and infidels, 
Jews and Gentiles may alike send their 
children to be educated, without any 
fear that they would be subjected to 


any religious or sectarian bias. An in- 
fidel, Jew or Mohammedan has the 
same rights in our government that you 
or I have; and the rights of all should 
be respected. The business of public 
education should be in the hands of 
seculars, and not intrusted to our re- 
ligious orders. Let them confine them- 
selves to their legitimate vocations, the 
active works of charity and care of 
the very poor. If they wish to devote 
themselves to education, let them have 
their select pay schools. Let them 
have Sunday schools, and devote 
themselves to the religious education of 
youth.” 


Much more to the same effect was 
said by the Rev. Dr. McGlynn. He is 
considered one of the profoundest and 
ablest priests in New York. 
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Queen Victoria gets a “ Dispensa- 
tion.” 


The New York 7Zribune of May 12, 
in its items of foreign news has the fol- 
owing: 

Queen Victoria, by virtue of a spe- 
cial dispensation from the Pope, ob- 
tained during her recent visit to the 
continent, has been admitted as a visi- 
tor to the famous monastery of La 
Grande Chartreuse, and an interesting 
controversy has arisen concerning for- 
mer women visitors to the house that 
“never admits a woman.” One writer 
says she was the first Protestant woman 
to enter the place, as the Empress Eu- 
genie was the first Catholic woman. 
Another says the Queen of Italy was 
also thus favored. A third declares 
the Empress of Brazil was admitted and 
the Countess of Paris turned away. A 
fourth calls to mind that George Sand 
got in there disguised as a man. At 
any rate, Queen Victoria was received 
cordially, and her companion, Miss 
Phipps, also, and the rule of silence 
was suspended to allow Her Majesty 
to converse freely with the Fathers. 

When “Rome Rule” is obtained 
for Ireland, we may look for a severe 
condemnation of the Pope for granting 
a “dispensation” to a Protestant, even 
though she be a queen; though doubt- 
less the Pope will defend himself by 
saying that he is always proud and hap- 
py to grant “ dispensations” to Protes- 
tants who recognize his authority. 

It is not stated whether the Queen 
or the holy fathers paid for the “dis- 
pensation,” but the rules of the Roman 
Catholic Church require payment in 
advance for all “dispensations.” It 
may be safely assumed that the Queen 
left a handsome present to the monas- 
tery, and that the monks, whose wine 
is famous all over the world, had to 
divide with the Pope or send him a 
case of their “Grande Chartreuse.” 
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Priests Leaving Rome. 


We call attention to the remarkable 
lecture by Father Donnelly, until last 
April pastor of the Roman Catholic 
Church, Mercer, Pa. An exchange 
Says : 

“We know of nothing more damag- 
ing to a Church than the frequent for- 
saking of her communion by those who 
are placed in the forefront as her stand- 
ard bearers. The impression necessar- 
ily made upon those outside of the 
Church by so many desertiens from her 
communion, is exceedingly damaging 
to her prospects.” 

Rome is certainly suffering to day as 
never the Reformation 
from the falling away of her standard 
bearers. 

Father O'Leary, of St. Louis, has fol- 
lowed the example of Father McGlynn 
by embracing the cause of the poor 


before since 


against the arrogance of high ecclesias- 
tics who sought to “ discipline” him 
for speaking at a meeting of working- 
men. He protested that he sought 
only to keep the men within the Church, 
but nevertheless Archbishop Kenrick 
suspended him. 

Father Donnelly sought to purge his 
church in Mercer of unworthy mem 
bers, but Bishop Mullen stepped in and 
The priest said the un- 
worthy ones were unfit to be members 
of any Church, and that they were most 
clamorous for their “rights” as ‘good 
Catholics.” 
that it did not matter whether they were 


forbade him. 


Bishop Mullen retorted 


good citizens or not, worthy or un- 
worthy members of the community, 
they had aright to his ministrations as 
“good Catholics” if they believed in 
the holy Roman Catholic Church. To 
this Father Donnelly demurred, where- 


upon he was ordered to leave by Bishop 
Mullen. The intelligent and respecta- 
ble Roman Catholics of Mercer stood 
by the priest, but Bishop Mullen got 
the rowdy element to break in the 
church doors, and he and they took 
possession. 

The picture drawn by Father Don- 
nelly in his lecture of the priests in 
charge of country parishes is not over- 
drawn, Taken altogether they are the 
most ignorant class of professional men 
in the United States. His discourse 
will be read with much interest. 


What Home Rule means in Ireland. 


From the Roman Catholic papers we 
learn that at a meeting of the priests of 
Cork, Ireland, in April, Father Ma- 
honey drew attention to the recent ac- 
tion of some Cork Catholic magis- 
trates, who, by their votes, “secured 
the election of a Protestant as chair- 
man of the Cork Board of Guardians.” 
He did not wish, he said, to refer to 
the political aspect of the question, as 
from that point of view the actions of 
these gentlemen have already been con- 
demned by the local Nationalist bodies, 
but he would like, he said, to have an 
expression of opinion from a purely re- 
ligious standpoint. Bishop O’Calla- 
ghan said the bishops everywhere “dis- 
approved of putting anyone who was 
hostile to the Catholic faith in a posi- 
tion in which by his vote or casting vote 
he might be able to determine the re- 
ligion of a child, or otherwise injure 
Catholic interests,” and a resolution 
condemning the conduct of the Catho- 
lic magistrates referred to was adopted. 
Should Home Rule be granted to Ire- 
land, there is no doubt but Rome 
would Rule there with a vengeance. 
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FATHER DONNELLY RENOUN- 
CES ROMANISM. 

On April 12, 1887, Father Donnelly 
delivered his first public lecture in the 
Court House, Mercer, Pa., where he 
had been parish priest, and was listened 
to by a large audience, including a ma- 
jority of the Roman Catholics of the 
town. ~ 

Before proceeding with his lecture 
proper, Father Donnelly made a plain 
announcement regarding his church 
difficulties, which he gave in the fol- 
lowing words : 

Ladies and Gentlemen—Before en- 
tering into the subject of my lecture, 
permit me to invite your attention to 
a few remarks relative to the church 
trouble. You will please excuse the 
use of the word self, the ego, which 
may be used frequently in these pre- 
liminary announcements. According 
to last accounts from ecclesiastical su- 
periors, I was neither suspended nor 
excommunicated ; but as to what may 
take place after to-night, it is not 
known. Excommunication, however, 
will have about the same effect on me 
that the barking of a tame fox will have 
on the planet Jupiter. In leaving the 
Roman Catholic Church, therefore, the 
act is entirely voluntary. I wish it to 
be understood that I entertain the most 
kindly feelings toward Bishop Mullen, 
the priests of his diocese, Catholics in 
general, and all the members of my 
late congregation in particular. Other 
bishops might have shown greater abil- 
ity in grappling with the difficulties and 
attendant circumstances, but I believe 
he did as well as he knew, and had 
good, pure intentions in taking the 
course he adopted. The position un- 
der which I address you to-night is very 
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embarrassing. Put yourselves a mo- 
ment in my place and you will see it. 
Heretofore my preaching was to faith 
and implicit obedience; to-night it is 
to the reason and intelligence of the 
highly educated who are present, and 
who will criticise every word that may 
be said. 

Last year I refused on what I deemed 
conscientious grounds to do priestly 
functions for a few families. One of 
the rules ot our Church, preached for 
years to the people, and approved by 
some of the best Roman Catholic theo- 
logians, was to refuse spiritual favors 
and withold sacraments from nominal 
members, who, after the first or second 
reception of the same sacraments, and 
first or second admonition to reform 
and comply with Church law, abandon 
the occasion of scandal, and make res- 
titution, ignored these obligations and 


persisted in not giving signs of contri- 


To 


tion, repentance, or satisfaction. 
wait on such people at their homes 
and hear their confessions with the view 
of pardoning their sins, is, in my opin- 
ion, wrong ; it is encouraging them to 
lead lives similar to what they did be- 
fore; it is holding out premiums to 
evil-doers by teaching them that sin- 
ners can lead scandalous lives, and yet 
when sick, have’ the rites of the Church, 
pardon of sins, and sacerdotal passes to 
heaven. For the last few years I ob- 
served this course and withheld the sac- 
raments from the notorious and un- 
worthy ; but to my surprise and disgust 
discovered that these parties went off 
yearly to a neighboring priest, con- 
fessed, obtained from him absolution 
and the sacraments; and boasted that 
they could get forgiveness and still lead 
lives of dishonesty, and not give up 
ill-gotten goods. I said the line be- 
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tween virtue and vice must somewhere 
be drawn. For if a few members giv- 
ing disedification, rich in worldly wealth, 
have a right to demand the services of 
a priest night or day, and that gratis; 
then all others who wish to adopt a 
like course, have an equal right to 
shake off the moral restraints of relig- 
ion and become evil-doers. This would 
make the Church a stumbling block in 
the way of virtue. 

Bishop Mullen, I believe, held an op- 
posite opinion, called an ecclesiastical 
trial, and found me guilty of disobed- 
ience for not attending; and, as a pun- 
ishment, took away my priestly facul- 
ties. Perhaps I should have gone for 
trial; most other priests would have 
done so. But when a person has lost 
faith in the doctrine involved, the case 
is altered. I had no faith in it and did 
To do things in that line, in 
which a person does not believe, is like 
taking the soul away from God, and 
permitting bishops to absorb a part, 
cardinals a part and the Pope a part— 
all that is left is hardly worthy of a cor- 
ner in heaven. I asked the Bishop to 
come to Mercer, investigate the matter, 
learn particulars, and pay as much at- 
tention to my side of the case as he 
apparently paid to others who were un- 
friendly tome. Had he so come, the 


not go. 


difficulties might have been adjusted at 
least for the present , scandal avoided, 
and religion, perhaps, benefited. 

I protest against the system that is 
at the bottom 


troubles and 
Several years ago, when in 
countries where Roman 


of these 
scandals. 
rule was su- 
preme, my faith in some of the doc- 
trines and discipline of the Church be- 
gan to waver; and, by degrees, doubt 
ripened into conviction, until now the 


climax seems to be reached. The first 
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cause ot this doubt appeared to be the 
gross ignorance of the Roman priests, 
compared with ministers of other de- 
nominations. Everything else being 
equal, I began to infer that Protestant 
ministers were superior to the Catholic 
clergy, in fact, that, they were better 
men ; that they were better educated; 
and that intelligence must be nearer 
God, who is a pure intelligent spirit, 
than implicit faith and illiteracy. | 
protested against the arbitrary way of 
doing business in church affairs. The 
congregation in Mercer built a grand 
church at great expense and worked 
late and early to have it out of debt. 
Picnics were gotten up, and much beg- 
ging over the county was resorted to, 
to which I was opposed. Protestants 
were appealed to and assisted gener- 
ously. We worked well together, how- 
ever, until the committee was dissolved 
without the voice of the congregation 
or pastor, without acknowledging legal 
debts, and a new committee was forced 
by arbitrary authority. As a friend I 
would say to those present of my late 
congregation—think seriously about 
this Roman ecclesiasticism ; pray God 
to enlighten you and give you his holy 
grace; and, no doubt, you will be en- 
abled to see the evils that now exist. 
Cast aside prejudice and all petty 
thoughts. If you do this, every intelli- 
gent man and woman among you will 
abandon Rome and her peculiar doc- 
trines. Don’t think I would ask you 
to do so were I not convinced that 
Rome is wrong. No! God forbid! 
I will have enough to do to answer for 
myself on the last great day, when each 
one must give an account of himself 
and all the acts of his life. Don’t think 
for a moment that I would want to 
lead you astray knowingly. You were 
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taught to believe the Roman Catholic 
Church was right, because it was the 
Church of your fathers. Ought we to 
go back to live in huts and barns and 
dress in the raw hides of animals, be- 
cause our fathers did so? The very 
word “Roman” shows that the 
Church is not catholic; for it destroys 
the true meaning of catholicity by lim- 
iting it to a particular place or custom. 
Roman Catholic sounds like “some all 
men,” and seems as logical. Believing 
firmly that I ought to go out of the 
Roman faith, I do now in the presence 
of you all solemnly declare that I re- 
nounce, abandon and give up, of my 
own free will, the Roman Catholic 
Church forever, so God help me. 

I want to say again to you members 
of my late charge that I shall always 
dearly love you, whether you come with 
me or not. Follow your consciences. 
Think more for yourselves, 
of your thinking to others. You have 
in the past heard my voice; you con- 
fided tome your secrets; I assure you 
no trust will ever be broken. It would 
not be the part of a gentleman to vio- 
late confidence. Humanity would not 
allow it. So on that point rest at ease. 
You well know in the recent trouble at 
the church, how I counselled wisdom 
and coolness, and on that memorable 
morning of the church breaking, when 
one of you came running in and said to 
me, “Oh, Father Donnelly, come out 


Leave less 


quickly, there’s a man_ breaking the 
church door with a hatchet.” I said 
to you, “I will not; I have too much 


respect for myself; keep cool, my 


friend ; for he is but a tool of a system 
that is 
crawls, 


spreading ruin wherever it 
I think we will 
get out of here, and steer for brighter 
skies and calmer seas.” 


lift anchor, 
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After the foregoing introduction, 
Father Donnelly proceeded with his 
lecture, which was as follows: 

It is a first principle of justice, and 
appeals to the heart of the parent, to 
instruct the child in the way it should 
go. Ina lower grade of creation, or- 
gahized beings are impelled by an in- 
stinctive force of the Creator to teach 
their young things essential to maintain- 
ance and self protection. But in the 
human race the law has been impressed 
in the soul, and admonishes progenitors 
of the obligation of educating the off- 
spring. ‘To do otherwise, to bring lit- 
tle ones into existence and to raise 
them in ignorance, is to deliver them 
over to crime. Crime is a sure effect 
of its fertile cause, ignorance. _ Illiter- 
acy leads to sin and sin to death. In 
such instances we have no evidence that 
existence is preferable tonon-existence. 
Our human nature, through the in- 
strumentality of parents, is conscious 
of pains inflicted on the transgressors 
of law. Secular knowledge alone is 
better than illiteracy and implicit faith 
combined, for it brings in its train re- 
finement, horror of depravity, and a 
love of virtue. The Almighty has en- 
dowed man with mental faculties whose 
end is to develop knowledge. “Learn- 
ing,” says Holy Scripture, * will show 
you the way of wisdom and will lead 
you to the paths of equity.” Again, 
“ Choose knowledge rather than gold.” 
It is necessary for man, because it is 
meet that he look up to heaven and 
meditate on the moral law. Most ir- 
rational beings look toward earth, while 
man has been apparently constituted 
to gaze on high. If, therefore, essen- 
tial tothe human race in general, it is 
indispensible to the minister of God in 
particular—the minister of God who is 
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the guardian, guide and teacher of his 
people. But a teacher and guide ought 
to know more and see farther than 
those whom he is to guide and _ teach. 
That the Roman clergy, in intellectual 
ability, do not compare favorably with 
their reverend brethren of Protestant 
denominations, or with some of the 
laity, is generally admitted. In certain 
parts of Europe, however, priests get a 
very good course of studies and are 
able to handle subjects demanding the 
profoundest acquirements. Among 
them may be mentioned the Jesuits, 
who can explain the doctrines of the 
Church and reply to arguments of an- 
tagonists. But in this country they are 
put through the mill in a slipshod sort 
of way that renders them stumbling 
blocks to the true interests of religion. 
Even the emigrants coming here notice 
the difference. ‘This recalls the anec- 
dote of the Irishman and the priest, 
who happened to room together in a 
crowded hotel in Nebraska. On retir- 
ing his Reverence said to Pat, “ Well 
Pat, you would be a long time in Ire- 
land before you could room with a, 
priest.” ‘ Yes,” said Pat, “that’s so ; 
but you would have to remain a much 
longer time in Ireland before they 
would make you a priest.” On the 
other hand it is not true that all Protes- 
tant divines are highly educated. Many 
of them cannot preach well; there are 
others who preach for a long time and 
say nothing; but these are exceptions, 
just enough to prove the proposition 
laid down, namely, that the Roman 
Catholic clergy are inferior to their 
Protestant brethren. 
its cause or causes. 


Every effect has 
Sickness may be 
contracted by over work, hard study, 
unhealthy food, impure water, or lack 


of exercise. A disease may be occa- 
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sioned by one or all of these agents to- 
gether. So with ignorance in the Ro- 
man priests, it is the effect of some 
cause or other, or the combination of 
many causes. We believe, among 
others, that transmission of mental in- 
feriority contributes its part. Since the 
time of the Reformation those who ad- 
hered to the Church of Rome had a 
hard road to travel. On account of its 
detested ecclesiastical system, its ad- 
herents were too often suspected of 
purity of motives, and, consequently, 
were refused admission to remunerative 
enterprises and offices of trust. They 
necessarily became poor in worldly 
goods and poor in mental endowments, 
because they had not the means of pro- 
curing an education, or a desire to 
learn outside clerical walls. Parents 
preferred to have families grow up in 
ignorance with faith to having them 


instructed in Protestant institutions. 


Hence, as generation succeeded gener- 
ation, illiteracy gave birth to illiteracy. 
And that is but natural. 


Seed sown on 
barren soil brings forth poor fruit. 
Plants, in order to grow to a_ healthy 
state, must have, at least, soil, light, 
heat, airand moisture. If one of these 
be wanting the plant is defective that 
much in its vegetable substance. Par- 
ents physically weak transmit feeble 
natures to offspring. Uncultured and 
undeveloped minds reproduce 
and opaque mental faculties. 
On the other hand, it is an estab- 
lished fact that refined and intelligent 
fathers and mothers bless the land with 
gifted children. The organs are well 
balanced, the mind has equilibrium. 
From the ranks of the few cultured 
Catholics the priests are hardly ever 
taken. They come from the poor, hum- 
ble, unenlightened classes who think 


tame 
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that priests are gods, that they will 
adorn society in life, and take posses- 
sion of heaven at death. Far be it 
from me to raise the curtain and divest 
poor unsophisticated people of that 
opinion! It would be teaching those 
in good faith things dangerous to 
know. It would be no benefit to the 
public and no honor to humanity to 
show thé sins, scandals and vices that ex- 
ist in the priesthood. If some people 
think that the water of human purity 
rises above its level in the priesthood, 
let them remain ignorant. Among 
Protestants it is different, for there is a 
wider field of intelligence from which 
to select flowers for the Church. The 
parents of young candidates, being of 
superior attainments, being perhaps, 
ministers of the Gospel themselves, im- 
part in a high degree to their children 
the germ of science and scholarship. 
Roman Catholics have not this advan- 
tage, for the priests, even were they 
learned, are forbidden to marry, and 
whatever spark of erudition may be 
among them never goes out to others, 
but hopelessly dies with themselves. 
Young men, or rather big boys, without 
a foundation in the preparatory 
branches, without knowing English, en- 
ter college, and after a couple of 
years at classics and a couple of theol- 
ogy, are raised to the 
But do they know Latin? ‘The pray- 
ers of the Church offices and mass are 
to be said in Latin. 


priesthood. 


Do they really 
understand what they are saying when 
reading those prayers? There are 
priests in this diocese, having charge of 
congregations, teaching souls the law 
of God, who cannot decline a substan- 
tive or conjugate a verb in English, 
much less in Latin. Do these minis- 
ters give any honor to God, while say- 
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ing mass or praying to him in the Latin 
tongue? Do they give glory to the 
Creatorof heaven and earth, the Lord 
of all knowledge, when they pray and 
do not know what they are praying for? 
‘They may want bread, but pray for 
stones. While they imagine the Lord 
of Heaven is being praised, he is in- 
sulted! Heis mocked! Looking at 
the state of affairs in the Church, we 
might say in the words of the classical 
writer, “QO tempora! O mores!” 
and add, “O blind leaders of Israel! 
If the blind lead the blind both shall 
fall into the ditch !” A priest who does 
not understand what he is saying can- 
not hope to be understood by Almighty 
God. A person who asked a favor 
and could not understand what 
he was asking, would, of course, receive 
nothing ; and this is about the value of 
the Latin prayers of many priests—they 
are worth nothing. They give no praise 
to God. The rotating wheel of a loco- 
motive that is unconscious of its action 
gives God, its first cause, more real 
worship, for it acts truly and does its 
noble work in accordance with natural 


law. “But hold on,” the majority of 


yriests would say, “‘a mechanical prayer 
I , pray 


to God is sufficient. It matters not 
whether he knows what he says or not, 
provided he the words. 
Why, man, we don’t want learned priests 
as much as we do faithful and obedient 
ones.” 


pronounces 


That is just what the Church 
wants—implicit obedience; that is the 
kind of soil on which the Roman seed 
grows and multiplies—obedience and 
blind devotion that always burns on its 
own substance, like a smothered fire 
that gives no light or heat, and cooks 
no food. 


(Zo be concluded in our next.) 
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FATHER O'CONNOR'S LETTERS TO CARDINAL GIBBONS, 


LETTER V. 
New York, May 18, 1887. 

S1r :—If you do not speedily come back from Rome you will find it impos- 
sible to stem the flood of “schism” that threatens to overflow your Church in this 
country. Events are moving rapidly here. While you are on your knees before 
the Pope pleading for the recognition of the Kinghts of Labor, Archbishop Corrigan 
is playing the mischief with things ecclesiastical here. Here are samples of what he 
is doing. The Catholic Herald of this city, hitherto a stanch defender and bold 
advocate of all Papal claims, has espoused the cause of Father McGlynn, and 
thereby incurred the hatred of Archbishop Corrigan,who has hurled his thunderbolt 
of excommunication against it in the following document: 

452 Mapison AVENUE, NEw York, April 13, 1887. 
To THe Epiror AND PROPRIETOR OF THE CATHOLIC HERALD :— 

GENTLEMEN—By this note, which is entirely private and not to be published, 
wish to call your attention to the fact that the third Plenary Council of Baltimore, 
following the leadership of Pope Leo XIII, has pointed out the duties of the Cath- 
olic press and denounced the abuses of which journals styling themselves Catholic 
are sometimes guilty. ‘ That paper alone,” says the council (degree No. 228), “is 
to be regarded as Catholic that is prepared to submit in all things to ecclesiastical 
authority.” Later on it warns all Catholic writers against presuming to attack pub- 
licly the manner in which a bishop rules his diocese. 

For some time past the utterances of the Catholic Herald have been shock- 
ingly scandalous. As this newspaper is published in this diocese, I hereby warn 
you that if you continue in this course of conduct it will be at your peril. 

I am, gentlemen, yours truly. 
M. A. CORRIGAN, Archbishop of New York. 

And what does the Catholic Herald say to this? Simply that it will not be 
coerced by any threats, but will pursue the even tenor of its way regardless of Arch- 
bishop Corrigan’s censures. “I am prepared,” writes Mr. D. O’Laughlin, the 
proprietor, “ to follow Father McGlynn to whatever lengths he may go. I will not 
change the course of my paper to suit the Church authorities, and I think the 
Catholics of the United States and Canada will support me in this.” He was right, 
Cardinal, for his paper, which had a small circulation before, has increased twenty- 
seven fold, he says. 

At the meeting of St. Stephen’s parishioners following the publication of the 
letter, Mr. Ryan, the secretary, read it to the great crowd present, and the name of 
Archbishop Corrigan was loudly hissed. Mr. Ryan then said this letter was an 
outrage—the suppression of free speech and the destruction of a free press. 

“ This letter of the Archbishop of New York,” continued Mr. Ryan, “ad- 
dressed to an American newspaper, is an outrage upon the press. (Cheers.) 
Yes, ladies and gentlemen, it is an unwarrantable interference with the freedom of 
the press of free America. (Great applause.) ‘The comments of the Catholic 
Fferald wpon Archbishop Corrigan in his punishment of his priests have not con- 
tained anything more than a fair criticism of his conduct. And becanse he is so 
criticised the archbishop threatens the editor and proprietor with excommunica- 
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tion and dares them to repeat the comments ‘at their peril.’ Are we living in 
Russia or in some despotic country where our lives and our opinions are not our 
own, or is this the America we boast of as the most free and most prosperous 
country in the world ? (Immense applause.) What is the next step? Shall we 
have the daily papers also threatened if they do not suppress news that is unfavor. 
ableto the archbishop ? (A voice— Perhaps he thinks he can buy them.’ Laughter.) 
I denounce this letter as a blow at one of the bulwarks of our liberty, a free press. 
The archbishop has antagonized our public schools ; he is now antagonizing the 
press of the country.” 








At subsequent meetings, other speakers took more advanced ground, and 
said it would be impossible for free American citizens to continue faithful to your 
Church if the course of Corrigan were not condemned at Rome. But you know, 
Cardinal, that he cannot be condemned for threatening the people with excom- 
munication, or inflicting punishment, when he has the power to do so. 







Rome 
must support Corrigan. What he is now doing “the Church” has always 










































































































done. It holds the people by force and threats. Freemen are not so governed. 
' Before the Civil War much sympathy was aroused for the negroes who were held 
- in slavery. Their condition was never worse than the slavery in which the Roman 
E Catholic people in the United States are held to-day. One was physical, the 
i other is moral and spiritual. Intelligent people will not long continue in that 
: state. They will fight their way out of it, and, thank God, this they are now doing. 
Come back, Cardinal, or your Church will be ruined beyond repair. ‘Thirty- 
q seven priests of New York have expressed their sympathy with Father McGlynn 
a in his fight for freedom. ‘The occasion was the fourteenth anniversary of the con- 
secration of M. A. Corrigan (Mary Ann, the priests call him) as bishop, which was 
celebrated this month. ‘The priests of the archdiocese were coerced into signing 
‘ a white-washing circular which was presented to Corrigan as an expression of 
“ sympathy in his fight with Father McGlynn. ‘The priest who refused to sign would 
“ be a marked man, and yet thirty-seven sO refused. I should like to give their 
>t names, but space does not permit me. They will be punished, of conrse, in 
a one way or another, and their characters will be blackened by the rabid Roman 
" press, but they will be honored as leaders and pioneers in the years to come when 
American Catholics have cast off their Roman allegiance and become Christians 
y indeed, like unto their neighbors. Father Curran, who was suspended and sent in 
= retreat for ten days for attending Father McGlynn’s lecture, has been again re- 
of moved, this time to Saugerties, as assistant to a poor country priest. ‘Two of 
we the Sisters attached to St. Stephen’s Home, which Father McGlynn had estab- 
lished for poor children, have been removed to country convents, because they 
a sympathize with the suspended priest. I do not know anything about those sis- 
“i ters; but if they are as good and sensible as they are honest in their sympathies, 
of they would make good wives for Fathers McGlynn and Curran. You may think I 
lic am joking, Cardinal, but, indeed, 1 am not. I must close this letter, however, 
oe lest you should lose your temper. Priests, bishops and cardinals always get 
jn angry when told they ought to marry ladies who are in love with them. 





Yours truly, JAMES A. O'CONNOR. 
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CHRIST’S MISSION FOR THE CONVERSION OF ROMAN CATHOLICS, 


Our efforts to form a Society for the conversion of Roman Catholics have been 
so far successful that we have obtained the names of five trustees to form the official 
board of management. Those gentlemen were selected, first of all, on account 
of their knowledge of and sympathy with the work we have been doing in New 
York for the last eight years. In the second place, their high characters and busi- 
ness standing guarantee the efficient management of the financial affairs of the So- 
ciety. We had long vainly sought to get responsible business men to advise us 
what steps ought to be taken towards getting a permanent place of worship, where 
prayer meetings and conferences could be held, and where the various activ- 
ities of the work could be concentrated. Thank God, we have at length found them. 
In the third place, those gentlemen have been selected because they have observed 
that the success of the work so far has been the result of its undenominational 
character, and they ardently desire to see it continued in the same line. 

And lastly, as members of various branches of the Church of Christ, represent- 
ing different denominations, they can co-operate in the effort to reach the Roman 
Catholics with the Gospel, to lift up Christ before them that he might draw them 
to himself, as he has promised. “TI will draw all men unto me.” 

The first gentleman to sign the act of incorporation is an Elder in one of the 
largest churches of this city. The next is a well known business man who has 
often spoken with grace and unction at our meetings, and who has been elected 
President of the Society. ‘The third is one of the best known professional men 
in connection with Church matters in the city. Another is a retired business man, 
and the last is a converted Catholic who many years ago became an active mem- 
ber of a Protestant church, and who is as highly honored in his denomination as 
he is respected in his business relations. A good ‘Treasurer has been selected 

The Editor of ‘THE ConvertTeD CaTHOLIC has been appointed Secretary, to 
whom all communications in reference to the Society should be addressed. 

‘The greatest need of this work for the conversion of Roman Catholics is 
a permanent place of meeting where prayer meetings, conferences, etc., can be 
held every night in the week—an open Mission where inquiring Catholics can 
learn how to come out of the Church of Rome and be accepted of God. ‘The 
large Sunday night meetings could continue to be held in a public hall, but a 
place is needed for purely devotional services and Bibles classes ; not a Church 
building so much as a Missionary Home, where also priests who leave Rome 
could be made welcome. Doubtless many private individuals would entertain 
Father McGlynn to-day if he should be converted, but there is no Society to 
welcome him, or men like him who are fighting their way out of the bondage of 
Popery. ‘lhis should not be so. For years we have done the work alone. But 
now we ask assistance. For $25,000 a building suitable in all respects can be 
obtained. Let all who are interested do what they can, and the work will soon 
be accomplished. 


We ask the prayers of all Christians and their help in every possible way for 
the success of this “Mission for the Conversion of Roman Catholics.” 





